
 
 

 

Government  System  of  New  Zealand    
  

Interestingly  enough,  the  government  
of  New  Zealand  is  very  unique.  This  is  
because  New  Zealand  is  both  a  
constitutional  monarchy  and  a  
parliamentary  democracy.  There  are  5  
very  important  roles  within  this  
government  system  that  creates  a  
smooth  sailing  machine.    

The  definition  of  sovereign  is  a  person  
who  has  supreme  power  or  authority.  
The  sovereign,  or  head  of  state  as  it  is  
frequently  called,  happens  to  be  Queen  
Elizabeth  II.  All  though  she  is  best  
known  for  her  role  of  being  the  Queen  of  
the  United  Kingdom,  she  is  also  the  
Queen  of  New  Zealand.  Her  role  as  
being  Queen  of  both  countries  has  no  
relations  to  each  other  and  is  completely  
independent.      

The Governor General  
The  Queen,  while  also  having  
recommendation  from  the  Prime  
Minister,  the  senior  minister  of  the  
cabinet,  always  appoints  the  governor  
general.  The  main  functions  of  the  
governor  general  are  to  “give  the  royal  
assent  to  acts  of  Parliament  and  is  the  
titular  commander  in  chief  of  the  armed  
forces.”  The  current  governor  general  of  
New  Zealand  is  Jerry  Mateparae.  

Government Systems  Parliament  

The Sovereign  

The  New  Zealand  Parliament  is  a  
single  chamber  Parliament  made  
up  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  
The  House  has  two  important  
powers:  to  pass  laws,  and  to  
approve  the  raising  of  money  by  
the  government  and  the  spending  
of  money  by  the  government.  The  
current  speaker  of  the  House,  who  
is  elected  by  the  house,  is  Rt.  Hon.  
David  Carter.  

The Cabinet  
The  cabinet  is  the  most  powerful  party  
in  the  New  Zealand  government.  The  
members  of  the  cabinet  are  the  
ministers  of  the  Crown,  the  
government,  and  the  prime  minister  
holds  the  chair.  The  purpose  of  the  
cabinet  is  to  make  important  and  major  
decisions  in  regards  to  governing  New  
Zealand.  Each  minister  also  has  
specific  areas  of  responsibility  which  
helps  meet  the  needs  of  the  purpose.  

  

  

The Prime Minister 
The  prime  ministers  roles  in  the  cabinet  are  
to  appoint  officials  to  the  cabinet  and  lead  
meetings  of  the  cabinet,  “acts  as  the  
spokesperson  of  the  government,”  and  often  
provides  advice  to  the  soverrign,  Queen  
Elizabeth  II,  or  her  representative  in  New  
Zealand,  which  is  the  governor  general.  The  
current  prime  minster  is  John  Key.    


